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way it is the story of all Polynesians. Once a race of mighty
warriors and lusty seafarers, they have now become mere objects
of interest for the benefit of curious sightseers. Contented
schoolma'ams and fluttcry ladies of uncertain age and an equally
uncertain domicile pay their pennies to watch the creatures dive
or dance for their " exclusive entertainment." And the poor
fellows have sunk so low that they never pick up Grandpa's
stone battle-axe to cleave the skulls of their tormentors and con-
sume their limbs, according to Grandma's best recipe for tough
meat. They take their pennies, beg for a cigarette, and then go
to sleep, or die of boredom. And after all, why not? For what
else is there left?

The Polynesian group is connected with the Asiatic mainland
by two island bridges. The northern one is called Micronesia,
because the islands are often microscopically small, a feet well
known to all aviators who have tried to follow this route on
their first flights across the Pacific. The Micronesian bridge
starts just south of Guam, which in turn is the most southern
of the group known as the Ladrones, or Marianas.

There is something fascinating about the names of most of
those Pacific islands. No matter how terrible they may be to
the eye, they appear upon our maps under all sorts of glamorous
disguises. Take the Ladrones, or Marianas. They tell whole
volumes. When the sailors of Magellan first visited these little
specks of land (in the year 1521) they noticed that the inhabitants
(like a certain type of American tourist) would carry off any-
thing not actually nailed to the deck of the ships. Wherefore
tiiey called this whole group the Islands of the Tliieves. To our
Anglo-Saxon ears fos ladroncs sounds almost as charming as our
* cellar door * does to a Spaniard. But the Spanish cartographers
teem to have felt differently, for a century and a half later they
gratefully dropped all allusions to thievery and rebaptized those
abttds tbc Marianas, in honour of her Most Catholic Majesty
Maria Anna of Austria, wio!ow of King Philip IV of Spain.